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Introduction

Welcome to the first preparatory meeting for the World Summit on the Information Society. This guide is about helping you be effective!

I
f there were ever an area where young people were the leaders not only of the future, but also of today, it is the emerging information society. From web development to information access, we are growing up with the latest technologies – and extending them, providing innovative solutions to global challenges. Clearly, if the World Summit on the Information Society is to effect real change, it must involve us - not just in implementation, but also in decision-making.

The World Summit on the Information Society is a key decision-making forum. Yet with Prepcom1 upon us, it is still a particularly vague and undefined process, and the expected outcomes are unclear. The agenda is yet to be determined and not certain who will be invited to participate through which structures. Further, for a major UN Summit on such a topical issue, it presently has a very low profile. The lack of structure makes it particularly daunting for young people without experience of the United Nations system. Yet, it also presents an opportunity – if we can organise ourselves, we can make a powerful impact! 

This Youth Sourcebook on the World Summit on the Information Society is designed to assist young people participating in the Summit process, providing the information we need to be effective. Prior to each Prepcom, an edition will be published, describing the key issues to be discussed and analysing various possible positions youth (perhaps within a Youth Caucus) might choose to support, at the same time recognising the possibility of differing perspectives. Many of the issues are complicated, so this Sourcebook will draw upon the input of many young people who are involved in the specific areas. 

Where possible, this Sourcebook will present proposals, solutions and texts drawn directly from previous youth declarations and outcome documents produced at UN events such as the World Youth Forum and the UNESCO Youth Forum, as well as NGO-organised youth forums. In this way, youth participating in the World Summit on the Information Society preparatory process can access and re-present the input of a range of representative youth and youth organisations that have already gained some level of acceptance within the UN system.

Preparatory Committee meetings are complicated events, and the Youth Sourcebook will also provide a practical guide to logistical issues. It will provide suggestions on how to prepare, and the organisation of travel and accommodation. It will outline support and facilities in Geneva, describe the agenda and youth-specific meetings, and indicate potential follow-up steps.

Finally, we would like to express our particular thanks to Gabriele Siegenthaler and Karen Goulding for their tremendous assistance with travel and financial arrangements for the first Prepcom.

We hope it is useful!


Nick Moraitis and Terri Willard

Melbourne and Calgary, June 2002
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Background

WSIS is an opportunity to discuss a global action plan around information and communications technologies. It is the latest in a series of major UN conferences where young people have been active participants.
T
he 1st World Summit on the Information Society (WSIS) will be held in Geneva, in December 2003, organised by the United Nations. It seeks to provide a framework for governments, non-government organizations and associations, companies and others to address the following question: What values and actions do we embrace to ensure that the Information Society becomes a vehicle for democracy, justice, equality, and respect for personal and social development? 

· UNCED Youth Sourcebook iisd1.iisd.ca/youth/ysbk000.htm

Previous United Nations World Summits have included the 1992 World Summit on Environment and Development (also known as the Rio Earth Summit), and the World Conference on Women in Beijing during 1995. In September this year, the UN will hold the World Summit on Sustainable Development in South Africa. Each Summit has had a major impact - generating new commitments, forging partnerships, and focusing the world’s attention on its vital concerns. We can expect no less of the WSIS when it comes to issues such as the digital divide, education, the media, and the new economy.

· Official WSIS website www.wsis.org

In the lead-up to the Summit itself there will be a very significant process of “preparation”. In three global Preparatory Committee conferences (PrepComs), each likely to involve more than 1000 people, the world community will firstly set an agenda for the Summit and then prepare concrete-projects, declarations, resolutions, and potentially international law, to be officially launched in December 2003.  The WSIS PrepComs will bring forward many of the best ideas being advocated at regional WSIS meetings as well as through other ICT forums, working groups, and consultations (e.g. United Nations ICT Taskforce, G8 Digital Opportunities Taskforce, African Information Society Initiative).

Key topics are likely to be infrastructure, access, applications, cultural diversity, ethics, training, intellectual property, freedom of expression, and the role of ICTs in education (teachers, learners, content) and employment.

It is expected that at the Summit in 2003, countries will agree to accept two documents. First, they will agree to a “Declaration of Principles”. This is likely to be a nice statement with fancy words that describe their vision for the information society – basically how communications technologies can help people, and what their goal is (for example, it might be to connect everyone to the Internet by 2020). Second, they will agree to an “Action Plan” that will spell out more specifics on how they will achieve their goals. This might include things such as:

· United Nations bi-lateral development agencies promising to increase their aid budgets to help developing countries gain access to technology,

· Promotion of employment using technology,

· Better education in ICTs and integration of technology in the classroom.

Timeline of the process

	25-30 May 2002
	African Regional Meeting

Bamako, Mali

	1-5 July 2002 
	Global Preparatory Committee 1

Geneva, Switzerland

	7-9 November 2002
	European Regional Meeting

Bucharest, Romania

	To be determined
	Latin American Regional Meeting

Chile

	To be determined
	Asian Regional Meeting

Japan

	March 2003 – to be confirmed
	Global Preparatory Committee 2

	Around September 2003
	Global Preparatory Committee 3

	10 – 12 December 2003
	World Summit on the Information Society


The Case for Youth Involvement in ICTs

“The new technologies that are changing our world are not a panacea or a magic bullet. But they are without doubt enormously powerful tools for development. They create jobs. They are transforming education, healthcare, commerce, politics and more. They can help in the delivery of humanitarian assistance and even contribute to peace and security.”
Kofi Annan, United Nations Secretary-General, November 2001    

In the global information society, young people are often the leading innovators in the use and spread of information and communication technologies (ICTs). Increasingly, youth are adapting and using these technologies (including, for example, telephone, fax, radio, television, film, computers and the Internet) to meet local information and communication needs. But young people can remain an untapped resource if decision-makers do not integrate their knowledge, vision and experience.  
Youth are leaders in INFORMATION AND COMMUNICATIONS TECHNOLOGIES
If ever there was an area where young people are leaders not just of tomorrow, but also of today, it is undoubtedly in the fields of information and communication technologies. From Cameroon youth establishing net cafés, to Sri Lankan youth developing television programs, and the youth of Eastern Europe redefining political tactics through online activism - young people are at the forefront of transforming their societies through the information and communications revolution.  Technology is what young people have (more than anyone else) grown up with, what they know more about than their parents, what gives them an edge.  They are early adopters and adapters of technologies ranging from mobile telephones to email to instant messaging to radio and television.   

With the introduction of the Internet, these young people have acquired a powerful new tool to connect and to communicate.  Today, young people go online more than anyone else, they stay online longer, and they have more diverse online activities. For many young people, the Internet is becoming a major source of education, news, and entertainment, as well as a key new domain of communication, indeed community.  On the Internet, a youth’s community is no longer a physical neighbourhood, but the entire world - and friends might well be on the other side of the globe. Young people are therefore coming face to face with personal experiences - challenges similar or different to their own - that provide an imperative for action.

Youth are social entrepreneurs 

Young people are traditionally considered among the most socially conscious and active segments of the population.  They are concerned about environmental issues, the spread of HIV and other diseases, the lack of employment opportunities, economic inequality, and human rights.  As students and young professionals, many seek to understand these issues and how their choices and actions impact on others in their community and around the world.  Given their lack of access to many formal institutions in society, young people have traditionally developed their own voluntary associations to address these challenges.  

Increasingly, young people are developing hybrid institutions blending the management and funding strengths of small-scale for-profit enterprises with non-profit goals and outreach abilities.  By focusing on their goals, these social enterprises are flexible in their ability to create partnerships in support of social and environmental change.  Many youth organizations have embraced ICTs as a possible source of income as they seek to educate and involve others in resolving critical social issues.  They want to ensure that the introduction of these technologies in their communities does not further widen existing social and economic gaps.  They are thus often at the forefront of linking ICTS to development goals.  

Youth are a large untapped resource for creating digital opportunities
Many youth are already using technology for innovative social causes, often expanding access to information beyond those with personal access to technology.  Yet, youth actions to bridge the digital divide often suffer from critical deficiencies:

· Lack of mainstream support - youth-led ICT programs are rarely afforded the funding or recognition required to implement or replicate in a substantial or sustained manner.

· Lack of participation in decision-making – youth are rarely involved in national, regional and international ICT policy development, meaning youth lack the framework, support and legitimacy required for sustained action, and policy implementation lacks buy-in from this key grassroots constituency.

· Lack of communication – youth effort on ICTs is fragmented, often uninformed by others practice, unconnected to a bigger picture, unable to leverage resources, and find moral and inspirational support.

· Lack of continuity – youth, by definition, is a transitory demographic.  As young people gain experience and move into adulthood, they often take their valuable experiences with them, leaving others to relearn the lessons of the past.  

Our challenge is to address these deficiencies, recognizing and capitalizing upon young people - a vital stakeholder in creating a more inclusive Information Society. We must find a way to make existing youth leaders in ICTS for development more effective and to rapidly involve more youth in such activities.  

· Secretary General’s Report on Youth http://www.un.org/esa/socdev/unyin/library/56180.pdf

The pool of potential talent and energy is vast.  According to the UN Secretary General’s report on the Implementation of the World Program of Action for Youth to the Year 2000 and Beyond, young people aged 15-24 equal more than 18% of the world population.  At least 85% of these young people live in developing nations where they are up to 40% of the population within their countries.  These young people are only beginning to gain access to many forms of ICTs and to experiment with their use in a wide variety of social and cultural contexts.    

If we take up the challenge of networking and engaging these young innovators, they will continue to act as development champions and focal points within their communities – leading to a more equitable, connected, and inclusive world. 

Youth as a stakeholder and partner in global decision-making 

· Reference document on participation of civil society www.itu.int/wsis/documents/process/civilsociety1.htm

In the 1992 UN Conference on Environment and Development in Rio, youth were identified as one of the key “stakeholders groups” in Chapter 25 of Agenda 21. Since 1992, young people have played an increasingly prominent role in international level decision-making, in tandem with a broader rise in the role played by civil-society. Clearly, youth currently lead thousands of organisations and projects around the world in addition to being the leaders of the future.

United Nations General Assembly

The United Nations General Assembly has called for Member states to include young people within their delegations each year, and a number of countries have done this. In 2000, eight countries (such as Australia, Sweden, the Netherlands, and India) sent youth delegates to the General Assembly. Six of those youth addressed the Third Committee on Agenda Item 103. In September 2001, only about four countries sent youth delegates because of the terrorist attacks on New York. Nevertheless, these delegates were able to organise a popular panel presentation on youth participation in the United Nations.

WORLD YOUTH FORUm

Historically, the major channel of communication between youth organisations and the United Nations has been the World Youth Forum of the United Nations system. Recent forums have been held in Braga, Portugal in 1998, and in Dakar, Senegal in August 2001. The mandate for the World Youth Forum can be found in paragraph 125 of the World Programme of Action for Youth to the Year 2000 and Beyond, which states that effective channels of communication between non-governmental youth organizations and the United Nations system are essential for dialogue and consultations on the situation of youth and the implications for its implementation. 

An International Preparatory Committee of youth organisations and representatives of United Nations entities took the lead in all preparations for the 4th World Youth Forum. The outcome of the fourth session was a document called the Dakar Youth Empowerment Strategy which included recommendations, strategies, and tools to empower young people to participate in decision-making and in evaluation of policies and programmes on key youth issues, in order to ensure action at the local, national, regional, and international levels. This document was sent to the General Assembly by the Government of Senegal, and is now a key reference for all youth organisations. At the same time, it is unclear whether another World Youth Forum will be held, and the UN Youth Unit is presently conducting a complete evaluation.


United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organisation (UNESCO)

Based in Paris, UNESCO has recently created a new strategy aimed at “the empowerment of young people”. It hopes to facilitate “the incorporation of youth views and priorities, and foster collaboration with young people in projects and programmes, and the establishment of youth policies in UNESCO’s areas of competence”. Many governments, particularly Australia, have pushed to include young people more actively within UNESCO’s decision-making. A growing number of governments, such as Sweden, Iceland, and Australia are including young people within their own National Commissions for UNESCO. At the 1999 and 2001 General Conferences, as well as the World Conference on Higher Education, and the World Conference on Science a Youth Forum was held “on the side” to bring together youth from member countries, and to produce input. UNESCO has also organised Youth Forums together with many of its conferences.

“It could be argued that, despite the fact that many youth organisations have obtained the consultative status required for participation in United Nations meetings, very few actually make use of that right. As leaders of youth organisations normally serve their organisations for only short periods, not many are able to allocate sufficient time and resources to become sufficiently familiar with the United Nations system and its workings and thus miss many opportunities for participation in events at the United Nations”
Secretary-General’s Report on the Implementation of the World Program of Action for Youth to the Year 2000 and Beyond, November 2001   

Youth Participation in decision-making on ICT issues

1. In 1995, the late Isao Okawa (owner of Japan's CSK and SEGA Corporations) attended a G7 Summit in Geneva on the Global Information Infrastructure. Horrified that young people had been left out of the proceedings, upon his return to Japan he invited 50 young people from G7 nations to Tokyo where he held his own "Junior Summit" to discuss the role of technology in addressing critical world issues.

· Junior Summit www.jrsummit.net

2. In 1998, Nicholas Negroponte, Chairman of the MIT Media Laboratory hosted a second Junior Summit in Cambridge, Massachusetts, expanding delegates to 50 countries and a further 90 countries via an online forum (with 3000 participants in all). This Summit led to an action plan and a number of concrete projects, as well as the establishment of the Okawa Center for Future Children and Nation1.  Nation1 formulated and articulated a comprehensive vision of the potential for youth to use technology for positive change.

· Global Knowledge Partnership www.globalknowledge.org

3. In 2000, the Global Knowledge Partnership convened a Youth Advisory Council to facilitate the "Youth: Building Knowledge Societies" e-conference.  This event sought to determine youth priorities for action on ICTs for development as a critical input to the GKP Action Plan.  More than 350 young people from 57 countries came together to explore how youth are using ICTs to produce, disseminate and use knowledge for sustainable development. This work was updated in 2001 when the Global Knowledge Partnership contracted IISD to facilitate the inclusion of youth perspectives into their report to the G8 DOT force.  From January – March 2002, TakingITGlobal and the International Institute for Sustainable Development helped to draft a Youth Strategy for the GKP entitled “Youth Creating Digital Opportunity”.

· African ITU Youth Forum www.itu.int/AFRICA2001/forum/youth/


4. Within the United Nations system, there has been much activity related to young people and ICTs. In 2001 alone, ICTs were a key topic of discussions and resolutions at the 4th World Youth Forum of the United Nations in Dakar, Senegal, and at the Youth Forum of the UNESCO General Conference in Paris, France.  The ITU also began sponsoring Youth Forums within their regional telecommunications meetings as a way of broadening the talent pool of future leaders in the Information and Communication Technology sector.  

5. International non-governmental forums focusing on youth and ICT issues in 2001 included the International Young Professionals Summit and the Oxfam International Youth Parliament
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A framework for youth involvement – Prepcom 1 

The First Prepcom will focus on setting the agenda for the Summit, including identification and a preliminary discussion of the key themes. It will also determine the structure and “rules for participation”.
U

nited Nations conferences are complicated, and they require a lot of planning. Every country and individual comes to them from a unique perspective, and it takes a long time for everyone to reach consensus. This is why the preparatory process begins more than a year before the actual Summit.

Throughout the entire process, governments and others will be making many decisions. For young people to have a say on these decisions, we need to make sure that we have clear viewpoint, and that we tell it to the right people at the right time.

We will need to organize ourselves to have maximum impact within three different forums at the PrepCom:

· Intergovernmental negotiations

· Civil society parallel process

· Private sector parallel process

Intergovernmental Negotiations

The official portion of PrepCom meetings and the Summit itself is done through a formal process of negotiations done by government delegations.  Each country nominates and funds its own delegation.  Usually these delegations include staff from relevant government ministries.  However, in the last ten years, many countries are also including representatives from NGOs and the private sector in their official delegation.  The members of the delegation may be different at each PrepCom depending on what work needs to be done.  

While we will not know until it beigns, it seems that for the first WSIS PrepCom many countries will only send a small delegation, if they send one at all.  This reflects both government fatigue with large summits (especially with the fear of failure of the upcoming World Summit on Sustainable Development) and the lack of clarity about what the WSIS process will add to existing declarations and action plans.  

· ITU Letter of Invitation to National Delegations http://www.geneva2003.org/home/info/invitation-e.doc
A letter has been sent by ITU Secretary-General, Yoshio Utsumi, to Ministers of Foreign Affairs informing all Member States about the Summit. The letter asks governments to "strongly consider including representatives from the private sector and civil society in (their) preparatory team".  This letter can be referenced by youth organizations and youth-led businesses requesting representation in their national delegations.  

At this point, Australia seems to be the only country that will be including a young person under age 25 in their delegation at PrepCom 1 – Nick Moraitis.  A number of young people are continuing to negotiate with their governments about being formally recognized as their country’s delegation; however, it is doubtful that these will be concluded in time for PrepCom 1.  This means that until we are able to a) identify allies on other national delegations and b) work our way through the civil society process, Nick is the strongest link we have to ensuring that the concerns and strengths of young people are incorporated into the official process.

In this part of the Sourcebook, we will go step by step through the draft Agenda guiding the six-day official meeting. 

Opening of the Preparatory Committee and convening of the first Plenary meeting

The plenary meeting is where all the countries sit together and hear speakers, debate issues and vote on resolutions. It is unclear whether NGO-accredited delegates will be able to participate in these first sessions because their accreditation has not been confirmed by the national governments.  Until the rules for participation have been accepted, NGO and business-accredited delegates will have provisional observer status within the formal negotiations.

Election of the President and Vice-Presidents
Some delegates will nominate to be the President and Vice President of the Prepcom.

Adoption of the Agenda of PrepCom-1

Governments will review the rest of the agenda of the Prepcom and either agree, or make suggestions. The agenda is fairly standard for preparatory meetings. The only question that young people might have is whether the Arrangements for Accreditation should be considered further up the Agenda, so that non-governmental organisations can be accredited and participate actively in the earlier agenda items such as the rules of procedure, the organization of work, and the General Statements. It would be unusual for the UN to make such a change, but at the same time non-governmental organizations and businesses, have perhaps never before been more important to the success of the Summit process – so involving them will incorporate their ideas and increase their ‘buy in’.

Report on activities leading up to PrepCom-1

Different UN agencies and perhaps some governments (like Switzerland) will make presentations here about the background to holding the World Summit on the Information Society, and other United Nations initiatives such as the UN ICT Taskforce and the G8’s DotForce. They will also describe the work they have done to prepare the WSIS so far, for example setting up the Executive Secretariat.

Provisional application of Rules of Procedure

The rules of procedure describe how the Prepcom will operate, who will have voting rights etc.  For now, we are just selecting the rules provisionally so that the Prepcom will begin. This means there may not be any chance to suggest changes until later when the rules are opened for debate. However, if there is an opportunity to debate the rules in a significant way, it may be appropriate for young people to encourage governments to incorporate their suggestions at this point, because the earlier in the week changes are suggested the more likely they will be accepted.

Organization of work

This is where people work out who will be doing what.   While it has been suggested that the summit organize itself into multi-stakeholder Working Groups, we are unclear exactly what this will involve at time of going to press.

General Statements

This is when governments will be able to make general statements (speeches) regarding their interest in the Information Society. Young people should listen to these speeches to determine which countries are most open to youth input and which share some of the same concerns as young people do, in general. This way, when it comes to getting some of the concerns of young people onto the agenda, we will know which countries might be willing to give our ideas their crucial support.

Rules of procedure for the PrepComs and the Summit 

The rules of procedure, which were previously agreed to provisionally, will now be formally discussed and determined. The rules of procedure are very important because they determine the extent to which different groups (young people included) can participate in the rest of the Summit process right through until December 2003. For example, they determine which rooms people can enter and which are private, which people can speak, and when they can speak. They also determine the extent to which people outside the conference process itself can participate. 

The youth caucus will probably wish to ensure there are maximum opportunities for youth participation.

· We will want to ensure that non-government organisations (NGOs) – through which most young people will participate– are given the right to make interventions (speak) in plenary sessions, participate in working groups etc.

· We might want to suggest that young people be able to participate in the Bureau of the conference. The Bureau is the smaller group of (in the past only) countries that work to oversee the conference and its outcomes. The Prepcom document “E3” makes the suggestion:

“A possible new form of participation would be to open the membership of the Bureau to representatives of the private sector, civil society and other stakeholders based both on the UN enabling Resolution for the Summit and the positive experience gained from other Summit experiences and in other United Nations bodies including the ITU and ILO.  Non-governmental participants would participate without right of vote.”

Clearly young people are a powerful stakeholder group within “civil society” and if the Prepcom does endorse the concept of civil society representatives on the Bureau, we should strongly support the concept of having a young person present. Our proposal might involve:

· Outlining why youth involvement is important for the Summit

· Explaining why participation needs to be meaningful

· Pointing out other examples of successful high-level committees involving youth, such as the Youth Employment Summit.

· Putting forward particular young people and/or suggesting a selection and nomination process.

· Highlighting a list of countries that support this concept (we will need to find some!)
· The process might actively involve people who cannot attend the physical preparatory meetings themselves. In the past, UN events have been mostly accessible only to those participants who could actual travel to the location of the Summit. However, as flights and accommodation is expensive and visas are hard to obtain, it seems only appropriate given this is a Summit about the “Information Society” if people could participate also via the Internet, video conferencing, and so on. This would also broaden the opportunities to engage a much wider audience and on a variety of levels – including people who may not otherwise be interested or able to keep up with the sometimes bureaucratic UN processes.

Arrangements for Accreditation

The arrangements for Accreditation determine who will be allowed to participate in the Summit and how they will register. So far, the accreditation has been “provisional” – waiting to be approved by the Prepcom. So first, governments will discuss the rules of the accreditation process. In the past a variety of different processes have taken place at UN conferences. Generally, non-government organisations require special status at the UN – called “ECOSOC” or “DPI”, and these are very hard to obtain – sometimes applications take more than two years to process. At recent conferences, such as the Special Session on Children, the UN also invited the participation of thousands of organisations around the world that already worked with UNICEF, if they could provide certain documents to prove their legitimacy.

At the WSIS, it appears that the rule will be that any organisation which is relevant to the topic (i.e. has a significant involvement in the Information Society) will be given accreditation, when they provide audited accounts for the last two years including information on where they received funding from, as well the “bylaws” of their registered organisation, and if possible, an Annual Report. 

Clearly for most youth organisations, this rule will be quite difficult to satisfy. Youth organisations are generally more informal than adult organisations, and they often operate mainly with in-kind donations and member enthusiasm. Therefore, they do not have accounts, and especially audited accounts. Second, they might not have formally registered organisations, thus no by-laws. 

· Perhaps we need to suggest an alternative process of accreditation for youth organizations, where the rule for accounts or bylaws might be waived but other documents are needed (such as letters of support from well known people, or an expanded annual report on activities). Another suggestion, perhaps more palatable to governments, is that organisations that do not meet the formal criteria might be able to participate with the sponsorship of a government (most likely their own government,) whose delegation they might formally participate within. 

Report on activities related to the World Summit on the Information Society

The Director General of the ITU will probably present a report now that provides background information on the key issues being discussed at the Summit. This report will provide facts and figures to back up some of the arguments people are making in the Summit. The Youth group might read this Report and make suggestions on how to improve it, perhaps strengthening analysis and reflection of youth involving in the Information Society. This input could be forwarded to the Director General for his consideration before the publication of a second report, sometime before the WSIS itself.

Proposed themes for the Summit and possible outcomes

This is where the Prepcom actually gets to the major (substantive) concerns of the Summit. As noted, the Summit is likely to produce two major documents outlining a vision for the Information Society and a road-map of how to get there. Some of these issues will be very contentious and governments will disagree about what the documents will say.

The most important thing to do at the first Prepcom is determine the general themes and the structure of the documents – ie. What are the headings that will be fleshed out at later Prepcoms? Is this Summit just about technology or is old media such as television also part of the information society? Should there be a section about open source software? What about copyright? Are these valid things to talk about? What is their relevant importance? 

Just as this is the most important part of the Prepcom, it is obviously also the most important area to focus youth efforts.  As a group, young people need to begin to identify (preferably by consensus) a platform – that is, a clear, defined description/list of what young people think. This will need to fit a standard format, probably including the specific words that young people hope to be included in the final document, as well as a brief explanation of why the issue/proposed wording is important. Reference to previous documents, especially those which have been approved at previous UN conferences is very useful. It is unlikely that many governments will be sending very important people (such as Ministers) to the first preparatory meeting, therefore the members of the different delegations will be cautious not to commit their countries to anything “new” that has not been approved back in their capitals. Therefore, it is much easier for them to agree to something if they can see that it has already been agreed to before in previous documents. This is called “agreed language”.

Over the last few years, young people have actively participated in a large range of international forums on ICT issues, as noted previously. Therefore, the youth group to WSIS can build upon the solid work and recommendations they have created, rather than reinvent the wheel. A summary of youth perspectives on various ICT issues is the contents of the next chapter.

Adoption of the Report of the first Preparatory Committee meeting

Probably after quite a lot of debate, discussion will be closed on the substantive part of the conference, and the focus will again turn to administrative details.
Arrangements for future Preparatory Committee meetings

There will be at least two more preparatory meetings before the World Summit on the Information Society in December 2003. It is expected that the 2nd Preparatory Meeting will be held in Geneva in March 2002. Also planned will be a series of Regional meetings – apart from Africa, which has already had their regional meeting in Bamako. 

Civil Society Parallel Process

Since civil society organizations will only have provisional observer accreditation for the PrepCom 1 intergovernmental negotiations, the WSIS Secretariat has created a parallel meeting in Geneva through which these organizations can discuss the items on the agenda.  While a number of interesting issues will be discussed at the parallel meeting, it is unclear whether or how this meeting will feed into the official process.

· WSIS Civil Society Program PrepCom 1 Agenda http://www.geneva2003.org/home/events/prepcompro101.html

The agenda for the week is built around a daily update on the official process followed by working sessions each morning and afternoon on topics suggested by civil society organizations.  On Tuesday July 2 from 10 AM – 1 PM, there will be a session on “A youth perspective on the Information Society.”  Nick is listed as providing the introduction to the session.  He will pose such questions as:

· What are the major issues relating to youth in the Information Society that need to be addressed by the Summit?
· What are the major principles that should guide the Summit process?
· Who are the major plazers who should be discussing these issues? And who, ultimately, should  implement the policies and actions that will be decided at the Summit?
· What mechanisms should we put in place between July 2002 and the next Prepcom (March 2002) to develop concrete proposals on this issue?

Following Nick, other speakers will present their ideas on the theme and discuss the arguments presented by Nick, suggesting alternative ideas, and expanding the scope of the discussion. Each speaker will have about 3 minutes (and a maximum of seven minutes).

(This  process has been suggested by the the Civil Society division of the Summit secretariat. We hope that it will not be too formal and that there will be significant opportunities for audience interaction and participation).

The civil society division of the WSIS Secretariat has posted on their site that to be put on the speaker's list for a particular working session, you must send in your name, the name of your organization, and the name of the working session to info@geneva2003.org  The list of registered speakers for the Youth Working Session has been posted online at http://www.geneva2003.org/home/events/sp2julyc01.htm
All the comments will go towards the development of a ‘Youth Position Paper’ on the WSIS. The earlier in the week we have a working draft of a position paper, the easier it will be to feed our perspectives and concerns into the other civil society working sessions.  This will help to ensure that these ideas gain the greatest exposure possible and are incorporated into a wider variety of statements that will hopefully move from the civil society process into the official negotiations.
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Logistical information for youth participating in the Prepcom

Participating inside a UN conference can be complicated enough, so this part of the booklet is designed to provide information about Geneva and travel that will help make your trip a little easier. 
F
irst, thank you for your patience and cooperation regarding the arrangements to attend the WSIS PrepCom1 meetings.  As sometimes occurs with international meetings, funding for the participation of youth delegations was not secured until relatively late in the process.  

This document provides details on the logistics regarding travel, accommodations, and other necessary arrangements.  It is only relevant for those delegates who are supported by SDC via GKP/IISD/TIG.  Those participants not specifically listed below need to make all their own arrangements.  However, we hope that this provides at least some guidance on key issues.

Youth delegation profiles

Youth delegates were selected by IISD and TIG in accordance with guidelines put forward by the SDC.  All attempts were made to ensure that the delegation would be relatively well-balanced in terms of age, gender, region, and experience with particular areas of ICTs.  In addition, we sought to identify delegates who had existing relationships with key national and international networks and funding agencies dealing with youth and ICTs.  This was to help ensure that ideas could be brought forward from these networks as well as reported back to them following the meetings at PrepCom1.

The WSIS PrepCom 1 delegation includes:

'Gbenga Sesan (Nigeria, 24, male) 

Nigeria's Information Technology Youth Ambassador.  ITU-BTD African Youth Fellowship winner attending Bamako WSIS meeting.   http://www.takingitglobal.org/community/profile.html?memberid=4542 

Gaurab Raj Upadhaya (Nepal, 25, male) 

- Program Producer, Radio Sagarmatha.  Winner of 2002 ICT Stories Competition.  http://www.takingitglobal.org/community/profile.html?memberid=3636 

Gustavo Noronha Silva (Brazil, 18, male) 

– Software developer, Debian.org  kov@debian.org 

Ha Lan Anh (Vietnam, 17, female)

 - President, Voice of Vietnam Young Journalists Group. http://www.takingitglobal.org/community/profile.html?memberid=1843 

Maitreyi Doshi (India, 18, female) 

- Student Facilitator, iEARN India.  Provides Web support for Nachiketa BalGram home for children.  http://www.takingitglobal.org/community/profile.html?memberid=636 

Nick Moraitis (Australia, 19, male) 

- Strategy and Partnership Coordinator, TakingITGlobal.  Youth Representative on the Australian National Commission for UNESCO.  http://www.takingitglobal.org/community/profile.html?memberid=161 

Also attending on behalf of IISD will be Terri Willard (Canada, 31, female) to assist with coordination of side-meetings and fundraising (http://www.takingitglobal.org/community/profile.html?memberid=670).   

Other youth delegates and supporters will be attending the WSIS PrepCom1 meetings and we will be coordinating our activities with them.  These individuals include:

· Kshitij Joshi – Executive Director, Mandate the Future

· Maria Helena – Youth Coordinator, UNESCO

· Theo Bofondi – Executive Director, Ynternet.org

· Karolina Frischkopf – Switzerland National Youth Council

· Rinalia Abdul Rahim – Executive Secretary, Global Knowledge Partnership

· Debra Grant – Young Media Partners

· Claire Shearman – Global Community Networking Conference; CRIS

· Afrikanus Kofi Akosah Adusei - Founder, Africa Youth Peace Call

· Mervin Jebaraj – TakingITGlobal and IEARN

Accommodations

We will be staying at the Welcome Centre for Non-Governmental Organisations and Delegations.  This centre aims at encouraging the participation of non-governmental delegates at international conferences held in Geneva and creating a place of meeting and exchange between delegates of different geographical regions and working in different fields.  The Centre used to be the house of Professor William Rappard. It was entirely renovated thanks to the help of about 50 young volunteers from different regions of the world.  The house is managed by a NGO (Mandat International) in a spirit of environmental protection: waste recycling, use of recycled paper, energy saving, plantations of various endangered vegetation, etc.  More information about the centre is available at http://www.mandint.org/english/homee.htm 

The Centre has a lodging capacity of 32 with rooms with 2, 3 or 4 beds, as well as a dormitory with 6 beds.  We will probably not be the only delegation staying at the centre, but it is likely that they should be able to keep our group together in 2-3 different rooms.

Accommodations for the group will be prepaid by IISD.  We will have free access to the centre’s working infrastructure including Internet access, a documentation centre, and meeting rooms.  Photocopies, printing, and faxes can be done at cost.  They will also take messages for members of our delegation should anyone need to contact you.  The phone number is:  (41 22) 959 88 55

Getting to the NGO Welcome Centre

Bring a small amount of cash with you to Geneva (US dollars or Euros are usually the easiest to convert if you cannot access Swiss Francs from your home country).  To be safe, you should have about 50 Swiss Francs with you when you leave from the airport to travel to our accommodations.  

The NGO Welcome Centre has negotiated a set price of 26 Swiss francs for the trip between the airport and the Centre, with the taxi company "New Cab" (Tel. 320 20 20). When you take the taxi, inform the driver that you take it for the set price.  Ask for a receipt.  

If you are coming to Geneva by train, you will arrive at the Cornavin Train station.  Take bus "V" (direction "Versoix").  Ask the driver to let you down at the bus stop "Valavran". Then follow the signs "Mandat International". The Centre is at the very end of the path "Chemin William Rappard". 

Meals

Breakfasts are included in the cost of accommodations at the NGO Welcome Centre.  Lunches will be available for purchase at restaurants and cafes at the Geneva International Conference Centre.  Depending on our schedule for the day, dinners may either be at restaurants in downtown Geneva or at the NGO Welcome Center (which provides hot dinners at 9 PM for the subsidized price of 10.- to 12.- SFr).

Per Diems and Payment of Expenses

Youth delegates sponsored by the SDC will receive a per diem of 75 Swiss francs (SFr) per day to cover the costs of lunch and dinner as well as local travel within Geneva.  The per diem has been calculated in accordance with levels established by the Government of Canada.  

When you arrive at the Welcome Centre, contact Terri Willard to receive the per diems to cover your stay.  Please bring all receipts for visas and travel to/from airports to claim those expenses as well.  You will be asked to sign an IISD Expense Claim Statement and a receipt for receiving the payment of your per diems in cash.

Note:  Terri will be arriving on 30 June.  If you arrive early, please bring enough money to cover your meals until she arrives.

Local Travel within Geneva

The NGO Welcome Centre can provide for us bus passes with unlimited access to the entire bus network of the Geneva Public Transport (bus and trams) for 6.- SFr/day.

From the NGO Welcome Centre, we can take the V bus downtown towards Cornavin Train Station, get off at Varembe (15 minute ride) and walk the short distance to the conference centre.

Other details

Climate

The climate in Geneva in July is temperate to warm, with daytime temperature averaging around 18 – 26º C and occasional showers.  Detailed weather forecasts for Geneva can be found online at http://www.cnn.com/WEATHER/eu/Switzerland/GenevaLSGG.html 

Electrical appliances

The electric current in Switzerland is 220 V/50 Hz. Electric plugs in the CICG are 45 RG standard.  If you are planning on bringing a laptop computer, please ensure that you have a safe converter, etc so you do not damage your equipment.
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Compilation of previous youth platforms on Information Society

We can draw upon a huge range of previously created documents and declarations created by young people at a whole range of previous UN and other international and regional forums.
R
ather than reinvent the wheel, it is vital that young people participating in the World Summit on the Information Society draw upon the views presented by young people in many previous documents and declarations launched at youth Summits at both the international and regional level. Not only does this make it much easier for young people participating in WSIS, because they do not have to think up everything from scratch, but more importantly it adds certain legitimacy to our views. Many of the events below have involved young people selected after a very exhaustive selection process that ensured they were both representative of young people in their countries, and an active participate in concrete action. 

Further, often governments have played a role in selecting participants – for example, to the UNESCO Youth Forum. Some governments might criticise the youth participating in Prepcom 1 rightly saying we are just a small group that is unrepresentative of youth. Yet, if we use these documents as the primary source for our input, we can reply that, “we are only saying what the delegate you chose for X conference said in 1998....”, for example. 

Document appendices include:

· Report of the UNESCO  Youth Forum 2001
http://unesdoc.unesco.org/images/0012/001239/123995e.pdf

· Youth Building Knowledge Societies Report
http://www.iisd.org/pdf/ybks_report.pdf

· Youth input into the G8 Dotforce
http://www.iisd.org/pdf/2001/networks_youth_dotforce.pdf

· ITU AFRICA 2001 Youth Forum Declaration
http://www.itu.int/AFRICA2001/forum/youth/declaration.html

· First Meeting of the African Development Forum
http://www.un.org/depts/eca/newweb/html/adf_panel_summary_no16.htm

· IYPF ICT Agenda Paper and/or relevant resolutions
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/IYPFoundation_Discussion/files/IYPS-2001-Resolutions.doc

· Dakar Youth Empowerment Strategy
http://www.un.org/esa/socdev/unyin/forum/dakar.doc

· International Youth Parliament ICT Working Group
http://www.iyp.oxfam.org/issues/tech_solutions.asp

· Youth Employment Summit
http://www.youthemploymentsummit.org/gkr/res/bg.ict.ta.pdf

The most powerful document is likely to be the World Programme of Action for Youth to the Year 2000 and beyond as it has been agreed to and reaffirmed numerous times by the UN General Assembly.

· World Programme of Action for Youth to the Year 2000 and Beyond
http://www.un.org/esa/socdev/unyin/library/wpay.pdf
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